
My brother was a little more than one year older than I. 
We are dissimilar in many ways; some good, some not 
so good. He stood well over 6 feet tall; I was 5 feet 10 
inches. He weighed in at 210 pounds in high school; I 
was 145. He was the second largest guy on the football 
team; I was one of the smaller ones. He was the second 
slowest while I was one of the fastest linemen. He wound 
up getting into drugs; I despised them. Through the years 
we got into arguments over this, but it was not until he 
was into the “hard” drugs that things got serious. Really 
serious. Through tough times – and a lot of prayers – he 
kicked the habit. 

For over 45 years in the United Methodist Church 
we have addressed various sexuality issues. This is 
understandable in that issues of sexuality speak to some 
of the deepest feelings for all of us. Quadrennially ever 
since the General Conference of 1972 (GC1972) we 
have dealt with that of homosexuality: it was brought 
up; a vote was taken; its normalization was defeated. 
Over and over and over again – seemingly endlessly. 
Then at GC2016 in Portland it was decided that we 
would have a “special called session” of the general 
conference to settle the issue once and for all. It was 
ultimately held in St. Louis in 2019; despite a massive 
push for the “One Church Plan” – and supported by our 
bishops – the “Traditional Plan” was passed in its place. 
Since that time there has been open rebellion across our 
connection involving individuals, churches, conferences, 
one jurisdiction – and even bishops. Here in my own 
North Carolina Conference a “Sacred Witness” rally that 
promoted the “LGBTQUIA+” agenda was held in front of 
the conference headquarters with reportedly our bishop 
Hope Morgan Ward being featured as a speaker. (The “+” 
means that some of the behaviors are still unidentified; 
it seems that the list is endless.) What happened was 
featured in the summer issue of The Christian Methodist 
Newsletter – so the details will not be repeated here. 
     A few things that followed were of interest. A few 
months later a Franklin Graham Decision America 

campaign was projected for our state. A communication 
evidently went out from Bishop Ward to “Pastors and 
Church Leaders” which said in part, “I offer this message 
in response to queries received about the Franklin 
Graham Decision America campaign coming to North 
Carolina in October. The North Carolina Conference 
is neither an endorser nor a sponsor of Decision 
America….” (from my letter to her on page 4.) Then still 
later it was reported that she gave an opening prayer 
at a gathering of Tony Campolo’s Red Letter Christian 
(RLC) movement in Goldsboro on October 2nd;. RLC 
hosted an April 2018 “Lynchburg Revival” in protest of 
Liberty University’s Jerry Falwell Jr. The RLC opposes 
what it terms “evangelical Christian political influence” 
from a theologically liberal perspective in such areas 
as homosexual issues and abortion, while supporting 
political issues such as global warming, opposition to the 
military and the death penalty, et. al. It has more of a “pick 
and choose” view of the Bible.
     This choice of priorities is of especial interest to 
me since I had a “near-death” experience when I 
almost choked to death and was sliding into a “dark 
hole” – summarized in the summer 2018 issue of The 
Christian Methodist Newsletter.  As I have recounted in 
my testimony, I am an Army paratrooper, have been in 
combat, faced death, almost been killed multiple times, 
know what it is to watch a man die, and seen a lot of the 
“rough things” in life – but nothing compared to the pure 
terror I felt when I was sliding into that “dark hole”! After 
my accepting Christ as Savior at a Billy Graham crusade 
in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida – I asked myself, “Where 
were the Methodist preachers through the years in not 
telling me clearly about how to accept Christ’s gift of 
salvation?” The message was woefully missing. Why did 
it take a Billy Graham crusade to tell me the clear gospel 
message of salvation through Jesus Christ? At the time I 
viewed it as an almost tragic oversight; many simply did 
not know.
     Bishop Ward supported both the “Sacred Witness” 
rally and the RLC event with her presence – while going 
out of her way to disavow any support for the Franklin 
Graham campaign that has a clear presentation of the 
gospel – the essence of what we should be about as 
Christians and reflective or our Wesleyan heritage! 
As I had told Bishop Ward in my letter, “You had listed 
some of the things in your communication that we were 
involved in, but evangelism – true authentic evangelism 
– is the core of what we should be doing. If we do not get 
that right, we will not get much of anything else right.” 

The Heart of the Issue
By Allen O. Morris

Continued inside

Volume 25, Number 2   Winter  2019

     As far as the “LGBTQIA+” characterizations that seem 
to be central to our focus, the letters refer to lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer or questioning, intersex, 
and asexual or allied with the + indicating that more 
can be added.1 Think about the sexual practices they 
describe: women-women, men-men, relations with both 
men and women, identifying as the opposite biological 
sex, et. al. This in turn can lead to polyamory – relations 
with multiple partners of both sexes in any combination 
one may choose. But Jesus Himself had reiterated the 
clear position laid out in the Bible, “Haven’t you read that 
he who created them in the beginning made them male 
and female.”2 This is the positive affirmation of God’s 
design for humanity; as information on page 2 attests, “...
every passage which speaks of homosexual behaviors 
is clear, unambiguously negative and morally hostile 
towards them (the actions themselves)....” – a quote from 
the late Professor David A. Seamands. In Romans 1:20 
we find, “For his invisible attributes, that is, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since 
the creation of the world, being understood through what 
he has made. As a result, people are without excuse.” 
(CSB3) Paul goes on to say in verses 26-27, “For this 
reason God delivered them over to disgraceful passions. 
Their women exchanged natural sexual relations for 
unnatural ones. The men in the same way also left 
natural relations with women and were inflamed in their 
lust for one another. Men committed shameless acts with 
men and received in their own persons the appropriate 
penalty of their error.” (CSB) In his footnote commentary 
of the Apologetics Study Bible, William W. Klein makes 
the point that “The problem is people abandoning God’s 
created order – the topic in this context (v.20). Those 
engaging in homosexuality are not simply abandoning 
what is ‘natural,’ biologically speaking; they are rejecting 
the way God intended all of his creation to operate. 
Paul was saying that humans are created for natural, 
heterosexual relationships within marriage between one 
man and one woman – that’s the only kind of sexual 
relationship the Bible recognized as acceptable.” (The 
Apologetics Study Bible, p. 1399)4

      There is a lot of rhetoric about “love” – but authentic 
Christian love mandates that we tell people the “truth in 
love” – but we still must tell them the truth. Just as when 
I confronted my brother in his use of drugs, I would not 
be showing “love” if I had affirmed his habit; it could have 
been fatal. Just as when I was sliding into that “dark hole” 
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– I wish that someone had shown me: I had been involved in what the Bible called “sin”; 
that being a “good United Methodist” was not enough – not even close! This should not 
have been a surprise – had I known what was in the Bible. It almost had a tragic ending 
– but thanks to a merciful God who gave me a second chance, I read the Bible, learned 
the truth of my actions, repented – and received Jesus Christ as my Savior. So also 
if people are involved in what the Bible calls “sin” and we affirm what they are doing, 
could it be that they have a “dark hole” waiting for them at some point in the future? Very 
probably so.
     In the commentary on Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:2-10 after they had lied about 
how much they sold land for versus gave to the disciples – and were struck dead, the 
author makes the point that similar to Achan in Joshua 7:26, “Ananias lied to the Holy 
Spirit;…His burning anger…against all that is unholy is an essential and eternal part of 
God’s nature…These events at very different times in biblical history serve as reminders 
of the reverential awe with which we are to live before God.” (The Apologetics Study 
Bible, p. 1354; emphasis added) We need to think of what “reverential awe” means – 
while standing with the greatest reverence in the presence of God. This observation is 
understandable in that the only one of God’s attributes repeated three times is “Holy, 
holy, holy” (Revelation 4:8) as opposed to any of the others. When we try to justify any of 
our actions that the Bible calls “sin” we do so at our own risk – and those we influence. 
Pastors, bishops and other leaders in the UMC have an especially great responsibility 
with their influence on other people: “like priest, like people” is an old adage (Wesley 
Study Bible, p. 1988). Furthermore, the bishops have a leadership responsibility in our 
denomination’s uninterrupted decline in membership since 1969.
What is the heart of the issue? With the confusion surrounding this whole area, the 
question is not how many denominations we will form or “love” “tolerance” “open doors” 
and the host of other rhetorical phrases that are tossed out. The question is, “Will we 

Continued from page 1
focus on the truth of God’s Word and obedience to what He requires of us?” All of us are 
called to lives of purity; if we ignore the aspect of God’s holiness, we are woefully far off 
the mark and have no hope of being in His will. That applies to all too many within our 
denomination.
     So what is needed? What the United Methodist Church needs more than anything else 
is revival – authentic top-down revival. Often we repeat the words “Making disciples for 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” – which sound nice but they are empty 
and devoid of reality. More than anything else, what is needed is for every single United 
Methodist to make a deliberate, thoughtful decision to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. Reportedly, the Methodist missionary Dr. E. Stanley Jones had said, “I firmly 
believe that over half of Methodists are not saved.” This was over 50 years ago. Make 
no mistake about it, this is something that every single United Methodist – to include our 
bishops – needs to do. The leader John Maxwell has said, “Leaders cannot show the way 
until they know the way.” 
Separation? Schism? Split? No! We all need to set aside these discussions, repent, and 
come to Christ – truly come to a saving relationship with Him! Then and only then will 
we see clearly enough to evaluate our options, identify what we need to do, and put the 
United Methodist Church on the road to recovery, vitality, and revival!
1As posted on Facebook by Bill Daley, reporter for the Chicago Tribune; May 21, 2019.
2 Matthew 19:4, in referring to Genesis 1:27; 5:2a.
3Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright© 2017 by 
Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered 
trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.  
4William W. Klein, The Apologetics Study Bible, p. 1399; William W. Klein is at Denver Seminary. 

Homosexual Practice

1.  Fact:  There are now more ex-homosexuals than active homosexuals.1 
2.  The Fruits of Homosexual Practice:
AIDS–related: Source of the plague of AIDS. An estimated 56,000 persons in the 
United States become infected with HIV each year. At the end of 2006, over 1 million 
persons in the United States were living with HIV/AIDS. The highest infection rate 
occurred among people under 30.2 Approximately 25% of people in the United 
States who are infected with HIV do not know they are infected. New HIV diagnoses 
among gay and bisexual men increased 17.7% between 1999 and 2002.2  General 
data: Average life expectancy – 41 years; with AIDS factored in, 39.1 years.3 
43% of homosexuals have had over 500 encounters; 28% have had over 1000 
(Kinsey); with the threat of AIDS, sexual contacts average 47 per year, 76 during 
pre–AIDS years (American Journal of Public Health); 6 times more likely to attempt 
suicide (Journal of Homosexuality); 78% have been infected by some form of STD 
(American Public Health Association); 67% of all AIDS cases are directly attributable 
to homosexual conduct, and 50% of male homosexuals in San Francisco are now 
infected with the HIV virus that causes AIDS – up from 7% in the early 1980s (Center 
for Disease Control); a study of 15,565 gay men has determined that, independent 
of HIV infection, homosexual men are 24 times more apt to get anal cancer than 
men in the general population;4  in excess of 34% of homosexuals are alcoholics;5 
and homosexuals comprise between .8% and 3.3% of the male population.6 There 
is no credible study – medically, psychologically, or scientifically – showing  that 
homosexuals are born with this innate predisposition.7

3.  What Scripture Says Regarding Homosexual Practice:
“...every passage which speaks of homosexual behaviors is clear, unambiguously 
negative and morally hostile towards them (the actions themselves)....Leviticus 18:22, 
20:13, Romans 1:18-32, I Corinthians 6:9-10 and I Timothy 1:8-10 condemn them 
directly, while Genesis 19, Judges 19, II Peter 2:6-10, and Jude 7 do so indirectly.”  

– “Blessing the Unblessable” by Professor David A. Seamands. Good News Magazine, November/
December 1992.

God’s standard for the human race in terms of sexuality:  Genesis 1:27; 5:2:  “male 
and female created he them”....It was God’s plan for sexual relations to be in the 
form of man-woman union, man and wife becoming “one flesh” (Gen 2:24).
  – “Is Homosexuality an Alternate Lifestyle?” by David Jeremiah, The Rebirth of America, The Arthur S. 

Demoss Foundation, 1986.

– “Because man’s sexual identity is defined by God, because his orientation 
is ordained by God, and because his sexual activity is circumscribed within a 

heterosexual marriage context, homosexuality cannot be viewed merely as a variant 
sexual preference or accidental variation within creation (akin to left-handedness)....
Instead, it represents a choice, in some sense, to set one’s desires and satisfy one’s 
physical drives in a way contrary to God’s appointment and creation.”

– Homosexuality-A Biblical View, Greg L. Bahnsen.
 + + + + + +
“But if I were a Christian homosexual, this one question would disturb me: Am I 
interpreting Scripture in the light of my proclivity, or should I be interpreting my 
proclivity in light of Scripture?”           – Paul Morris, Shadow of Sodom
4.  Our Actions Should Be:
“Like Christ, we must have compassion on the sinner while at the same time we 
are condemning the sin....Dr. Melvin Anchell said that whoever decided to call 
homosexuals ‘gay’ must have had a terrible sense of humor. They are lonely, guilty, 
often depressed people. Their only hope is Jesus Christ, and we must be His caring 
ambassadors to them....The hope of the homosexual today is the same as it was in 
Paul’s day. Jesus Christ can and will wash away any sin. The sin of homosexuality 
is not a stain too deep to respond to the cleansing power of His blood.” 
               – Jeremiah, Rebirth.
 + + + + + +

“I’m very scared to die such a young man. I’d like a little more time. I lived in the 
fast lane. If only God will give me a break.”

– 28-year-old man infected with AIDS, Time, August 12, 1985
*********************************************************************************************References:
1 “The Spiritual State of the Union” by Dr. D. James Kennedy, as published in Gays in the Military (Franklin, 
Tennessee: Legacy Communications), p. 85.
2Center for Disease Control (CDC), as reported by the Family Research Council, Robert G. Morrison, editor, “The 
Last Bastion,” Washington Watch, June 1992, p. 1.
3Dr. Paul Cameron of the Family Research Institute, P.O. Box 62640, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80962-2640. 
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Men in San Francisco,” American Journal of Public Health, 1985, pp. 193-196. Robert J. Kus, “Alcoholics Anonymous 
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[This gives objective statistics of this practice. By way of information, the 2 books I have published dealing with various aspects of this issue are dedicated to my adoptive 
sister who has lived as a lesbian since I was a college senior. She is one whom I love dearly. – Allen O. Morris]



Case Study: Ocracoke United Methodist Church (OUMC) Ocracoke Island, North Carolina

August 26th – October 29, 1994. On behalf of Concerned Methodists, I became 
involved in the events at Ocracoke United Methodist Church (OUMC). What I learned 
from Mrs. Kathy O’ Neal, a person who admitted to being lesbian was placed as a 
youth worker and receiving the support of the pastor, Lisa Creech Bledsoe. Placing 
the alleged lesbian was made over the objections of a majority of the members; Lisa 
told the worship committee that she had the support of the District Superintendent, Bill 
Presnell, and Bishop C.P. Minnick. Some committee members walked out vowing to 
not return as long as the pastor was there. I advised Kathy, among other things, to tell 
people to not leave and for people to not resign their positions. Reasons for this were: 
It’s their church; some of the people had mortgaged their homes to be able to pay for 
the construction of the building 51 years ago; some of the people are third generation 
members of the church. The pastor dissolved the choir and told those who objected 
that if they didn’t like her actions, they could leave and, “If everyone leaves the church 
and we have to close the doors, then so be it.”
October 24, 1994. I met with 18 people on Ocracoke at Calvin O’ Neal’s house to talk 
about their problems with, “Why am I here?” Then we worked chronologically up to 
the present time of Oct. 24th. According to the meeting, the people stated that:
* At an August 18th meeting of the worship committee, the people stated who they 
wanted to have as choir director, and they wanted to minimize disruption. Lisa 
Bledsoe became angry and said, “I’m in charge. I make the decisions. You have 
nothing to do with it.” The pastor then told the worship committee that Jolene 
Robinson had stated that she was a lesbian and was prepared to tell the youth the 
reasons for her lifestyle.
* Kathy O’ Neal tried to speak with the pastor about this; she told Kathy, “If you need 
time, it would be okay for you to step away from the church.”
* The adult choir was disbanded by the pastor.
October 30, 1994. I attended the Charge Conference of their church that was held 
during the regular church service. In the sermon, the DS who preached the sermon 
told the people that if they did not agree with the way things were going, they could 
leave the UMC. I saw the DS having the roll read so that only members of the 
Administrative Council could participate. The meeting saw people not members of 
the church and not on the Administrative Council but who were part of the pastor’s 
“chosen few” vote on nominations and actions of the church.  In addition, he refused 
to allow the whole congregation to vote, something that had not been done during the 
past fifty years, and ignored the objections of the people. Later when I asked to be 
recognized, he yelled across the sanctuary, “No you will not be recognized. You are 
out of order! You just came out here to stir up trouble! You are not even a member 
of this congregation! I should bring charges against you!”  Later, when he called on 
me to clear up a point, I emphasized that I had not gone out there to “stir up trouble.” 
Afterwards, I went up to the DS, shook his hand, and reemphasized that the people 
had called me out of frustration not thinking they had anyone to whom they could 
turn. Then I talked to the pastor for a few minutes communicating that ministry is 
serving people’s needs rather than imposing her will; she was adamant. Lisa Caswell 
apologized to me for the DS’ conduct and wanted to go tell him that he had been 
very rude. I told her that it was not necessary.  Several of the people standing around 
asked, “Have you ever seen anything like that?” My response: “Yes.”
November 5, 1995. Date of a letter to “The Rev. William Presnell, District 
Superintendent, Elizabeth City District” that said:
 “We, the undersigned members and friends of Ocracoke United Methodist Church, 
respectfully request you to convene a Church Conference at Ocracoke United 
Methodist Church.
    At the charge conference on October 30, 1994 we feel the membership as a 
whole was not fairly represented. Although ignorance is no excuse, most of us did 
not realize that there was a difference between a Charge Conference and a Church 
Conference. In the past, these meetings have always been announced as Charge 
Conferences and the membership has been allowed to vote...You pointed out the 
problems we have had in the past. We feel that this congregation having input into the 
nominations and elections of its Board of Trustees and the Administrative Council is 
the only way we can move forward.

    We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause you but we feel that this is 
absolutely necessary for our church to heal.”

[Signed by 77 members and friends of the congregation of the OUMC.]
November 6, 1994. In a later conversation with Kathy, she talked  about the 
situation’s being hopeless if the pastor has the support of the DS and the bishop. I 
advised her to speak to the DS at some point in time to verify what she had been told 
by Lisa; was it a lie? 
November 20, 1994. Date of letter “To Whom it May Concern:”
    “We, the undersigned members and friends of Ocracoke United Methodist Church, 
would like to clarify the fact that our Church has had problems for quite some time. 
These problems were not then and are not now due to Allen Morris as is being 
charged.
    In a meeting with our District Superintendent in September he stated that the last 
three ministers ‘were miserable’ here at Ocracoke. This covers a span of 3½ years...
Mr. Morris is the only one who has encouraged us to stay within the United Methodist 
Church. Mr. Morris was contacted in a desperate effort to find someone who could 
answer questions being raised here by members concerning Methodist policies.
    When Mr. Morris was contacted, our minister had told a group of members 
in August that if they needed to leave the church then so be it. At our Charge 
Conference in October the District Superintendent told us if we weren’t happy with 
the way things were run we needed to look for another church. (This is a little hard 
considering we live on a small island with access only by ferry and only one other 
church.)
    People have left the church and no one within the Methodist Conference has 
reached out to them. Mr. Morris is the only person who has shown any concern over 
this situation. That is not stirring up trouble. That is what appears to be a genuine 
concern for the Methodist Church and its members. Allen Morris would have never 
been contacted had the ‘powers that be’ made some attempts to deal with the 
situation here on Ocracoke or even shown genuine concern for the members of this 
congregation.”

[Signed by 27 members of the congregation of the Ocracoke church.]
November 23, 1994. I received the letter from the people at Ocracoke with 27 
signatures. In this same mailing was a copy of a request for a Church Conference 
(in which all members would be allowed to vote) signed by 77 members of the 
congregation of the Ocracoke church; this evidenced broad dissatisfaction with the 
October 30th conference since normally only one conference is held per year and the 
average attendance at a Sunday service is 45 – 50.
November 30, 1994. Kathy O’ Neal called: all of the pastor’s supporters were 
removed from office. In accordance with my suggestion, she and a group of people 
met with the DS after the church conference and talked with him in private. They 
said that the pastor Lisa Creech Bledsoe needed to be moved because she was the 
problem; he agreed. She also told him that she resented Jimmy Creech’s involvement 
in the affairs of their. 
     She was effusive in thanks she gave to Concerned Methodists.
October, 1994 – May, 1996. Believing that the pastor was damaging their church, 
and that they had not been helped by the conference, OUMC members refused to 
pay apportionments or Lisa Creech Bledsoe’s salary.
June 1995. Lisa Creech Bledsoe reappointed away from OUMC.
March, 1996. I visited OUMC, met the current pastor, and was told at a luncheon 
“If it had not been for you (i.e., Concerned Methodists), we would not have a church 
today.” 

Extracted from the book The Church in Bondage, published by Concerned 
Methodists; Appendix N.

Whether an individual “believes” in God, heaven, or hell doesn’t change the reality. 
The Bible tells us that hell is a place of torment, fire, and separation from God – and 
hell awaits those who do not repent of their sin and put their faith and trust in Christ. 

 — Franklin Graham

How a church addressed its problems: pastor vs. the members.
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October 8, 2019
Bishop Hope Morgan Ward
Resident Bishop of the North Carolina Conference 
 of the United Methodist Church
700 Waterfield Ridge Place
Garner, North Carolina 27529

Dear Bishop Ward:

First of all, I greet you in the mighty name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

     Secondly, I am writing you in response to something that you had evidently 
sent out. I had received a copy of a communication ostensibly transmitted from 
you to “Pastors and Church Leaders” in which you said in part, “I offer this 
message in response to queries received about the Franklin Graham Decision 
America campaign coming to North Carolina in October. The North Carolina 
Conference is neither an endorser nor a sponsor of Decision America….” It is 
instructive that a few months ago you saw fit to appear and speak at a “Sacred 
Witness” rally promoting the “LGBTQUIA+” agenda, yet you went out of your 
way to emphasize that our conference does not support the Franklin Graham 
crusade that is coming to our state. It is understandable that our conference 
would not support every movement and activity that comes to North Carolina, 
but to single this one out? Why? To have supported the Franklin Graham 
crusade would have been more reflective of our orthodox Wesleyan doctrine. 
The core message that night was straight from the Bible: 

1) God wants you to experience peace and life – abundant and eternal. “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16); 2) our 
problem is we are separated from God, “For the wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23); 3) people 
have tried in many ways to bridge this gap between themselves and God, 
“”There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.” 
(Proverbs 14:12); 4) believe that Jesus died for you on the cross and rose from 
the grave; and 5) through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your 
life through the Holy Spirit (receive Him as Lord and Savior of your life). One 
way to pray is, “Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your 
forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I turn from 
my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. I want to trust and follow 
You as my Lord and Savior. In Your name I pray, amen…”

 That night I led not only a man but his wife and son in that prayer. 
     You had listed some of the things in your communication that we were 
involved in but evangelism – true authentic evangelism – is the core of what 
we should be doing. If we do not get that right, we will not get much of anything 
else right. 
     Needless to say, I am disappointed that we missed this great opportunity.
     If you should need to call me of if there is any way in which I can help in this, 
please don’t hesitate to call me at the office: (910) 488-4379.

Sincerely,

Allen O Morris
Executive Director

What You as an Individual Can Do
One of our supporters asked, “What can we do? What can I do?” 
1. Stay with your church. Stand fast as a witness for the truth!
2. Show love and compassion for those caught up in this practice or any other type of sin 
but also don’t allow yourselves to be manipulated by rhetoric.
3. Educate yourselves. Know what the Bible says. Review the statistics on page 2; they 
show this is an unhealthy practice with spiritual consequences. A majority of members in 
the United Methodist Church support the Bible and truth.
4. Educate others. Encourage them to stand firm along with you.
5. Find out what your pastor’s position is. Ask him, “Do you believe that homosexual 
practices is a sin?” The answer is either “yes” or “no”!
6. Practice “Responsible Christian Stewardship”: you have a right to not support aberrant 
doctrine or sin with your money for the Lord. Do not let yourselves be manipulated into 
thinking that you have to give your money into the UMC “offerings” if your church, district, 
or conference is promoting this agenda.

Winstead United Methodist Church (UMC)
I was made aware of events in Winstead United Methodist Church (UMC) after 
virtually all of the events had transpired. 
     From what I was given to understand, controversy surrounded their pastor, 
George Loveland, after he had openly advocated that homosexuality was not a sin 
and he had taken a public pledge to reject the Traditional Plan embraced by over 
70% of Winstead UMC membership (based on a survey that had been taken and 
shared with the whole church) and approved by the February 2019 special called 
session of the Conference. In addition he had signed the Sacred Witness NC pledge 
as “Rev. George Loveland, Winstead UMC, Wilson, NC” and appeared in a video 
of its presentation to the Bishop. Finally, the pastor promoted an LGBTQ-featured 
event (ReachOut NC) from the pulpit, and established a public perception that 
Winstead UMC supported the LGBTQ community, with “favorable” results of the 
event were published in The Wilson Times newspaper, stating that “ReachOut NC 
collaborated with Winstead United Methodist Church to garner a huge success” 
or words to that effect, and that the “supporters” of the event were LGBTQ allies. 
In response, about 1/3 of the active members of Winstead UMC petitioned the 
SPRC for a change of pastoral leadership. In response the chair of the SPRC 
coordinated with the District and Conference to hold “listening circles” governed by 
a “Conversational Covenant”; these were deemed by the members as a complete 
waste of time and not addressing the issues. (Note: This is a tactic designed to 
defuse concern over what can be a very real problem.) 
     The consensus of some of the members at Winstead UMC is that the pastor 
was determined to turn “a long-standing traditional church into a progressive church 
which embraces societal change that is in direct conflict with God’s Holy Word and 
the Book of Discipline”; in other words, change it into a “gay friendly” church.
     When no action was taken, 1/3 of the members left Winstead UMC. I did attend 
a meeting at the end and spoke with several of the members. I did confirm that the 
pastor had stated that he does not believe homosexual practice is a sin. One lady 
told me with tears in her eyes that she and her husband had been members for 37 
years but could not stay if it supported homosexual practice and immorality. I tried to 
talk to some of the members who had determined to leave and advise them to stay 
and fight for their church, that we could find ways to work this problem; they would 
not listen. It grieves me that they chose this course of action. It is so sad that they let 
themselves be manipulated like this.                 .    
A tactic used to change a local church’s position on this issue is to send in a pastor 
who appears to mirror the beliefs of its members but then to work behind the scenes 
to make them theologically liberal. It is instructive that Jesus talks about “false 
prophets” who come to you in sheep’s clothing…” (Matthew 7:15).        – AOM


