Monthly Update
February 2010
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

This edition of the “Monthly Update” continues with information on some of the past actions that a lack of space
precluded our printing until now. We believe that you will find them informative and helpful in knowing just
some of the countless priorities of what is happening in our United Methodist Church — both beneficial and those
that cause a bit of concern.

We are mindful of the great devastation that has befallen the people of Haiti. Someone whom I knew — Sam
Dixon — was a really good man in terms of both trying to help people and doing it in a practical way; he was one
of the casualties when the Montana Hotel in Port-au-Prince collapsed. We need to be in prayer for the people of
that country and the relief workers who are on location providing assistance.

One well-known celebrity publicly talked about the connection between that country and satanic worship —
voodoo and witchcraft. As a minimum, his public words might have been ill-advised. But with that as a given,
what is to be our actions as we provide help to that devastated country? Dave Branon has written the following:*

A friend of mine has the opportunity each winter to attend the Super Bowl as a journalist. His job is to garner interviews
with Christian athletes and National Football League personnel for a faith-based radio program. When he first started
covering the big game a few years ago, he grew disillusioned with the self-serving, pleasure-seeking atmosphere during
Super Bowl week. “I found it to be a very dark place,” he says.

One day he told a former NFL player, a Christian, how he was feeling. The athlete looked at my friend and said,
“Brother, you are being light in this dark place.” That comment reminded my friend why he was there, and it helped
renew his excitement for serving God in a place where the light of the gospel is needed. It spurred him to shine his light.

In the same way we need to reach out to the people of Haiti at this time with very practical help that will be the
hands and feet of Christ to show His love. They are in very great need at this time. But of all of their many
requirements, the most important one is the salvation that only He can provide as their Lord and Savior. While
we are ministering to these people, let us be sure to give them this eternal answer to their spiritual condition.

We appreciate so much the support you have provided to help us close the financial gap. Please continue to
partner with us as we “contend for the faith” at this very crucial time in the life of both our church and our
country.

In His service,

Allen O. Morris,

Executive Director
* Our Daily Bread, 2010, January 31, 2010.
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February 2010 Update

Bits and Pieces from across the United Methodist Church

It was the longest night ofthe world. But the heavens were fi]]ed with beautiful stars, and our faith gave us strength that
we were not alone. — 76,0}/%[/{1 of o Iu/{e’d mztﬁﬁan@oﬁs, on the nz:jv/;t she and others ﬁom the church mission
team e{pentﬁ/fowinj the ?fm’ﬁ eart/fquak‘e.

% % * * *
The Good Stuff. Author is new voice for scouting ministry
W— %fvz’n mwnfe'}/, 34, an author who kas traveled around the world to write hooks on fny/e cgcout&, is the new
gao/{‘e.sferson ﬁr scouting mz’nz’wtr}/ in Jhe Um'tez[:ﬂzzt/;mﬁ&t Ghurch. ”:7‘2;71}/ ﬂ?ﬁtefjlzzt/foﬂst churches are foo/{z’nj ﬁr new
ways to reach young Jaeo(]afe, " mwnfey said. "qgcoutz'nj is one of the best ways to z{bvefof our ciurc/ﬂd '}/out/;- -and also /;e{p
reach teenagers who are not active members oft/;e church or of ﬂnitef%t/fot[i.st %ut/ﬁ ?e/foww/fz(’;o&. " mwnfe}/ serves as a
volunteer commissioner ﬁr 7;00(79 456 chartered ﬁ:}/ ?ﬁl}/joot[ United mz:t/fot[lat Churck in Atlanta where ke kas been a
fifelong member. - United Methodist Nows Service ﬁﬂmjjmmy 12, 2010

Of Interest
Haiti

+ Missing mission execs seen entering destroyed Haiti hotel
%WZ@@K,—%W@ missing uﬁtefmztfoﬁst mission executives were seen entering the ?f;tef az:ntana in gjort—au—g;ince
J/;ort{}/ igfore the QZén. i2 eart/ldyuak‘e rocked the caJoz’taf, z[eestro'}/z'nj the Fkotel. Fven as Fofe& ﬁr their survival dimmed,
oﬁ(;cz'afs with the U}tz’tefazztﬁoﬁst ﬁoart[ of zzfoiaf mz;istries were still Fo/ﬂnj out FoJae (Zgln. 14 that the &v. c5am ﬁz’xon,
top executive of the United %ﬁmfin Gommittee on &fz’eff the &v. Ghinton &ﬁlf, fead of ﬁm‘i«m Voolunteers; an([ci;:m
g‘uffez}/, an mzo%onsu/tant, are somehow still alive. &que operations at the kotel are continuing. [W;te: ﬁz’xon was
ﬁunt[ dead and &5[ was z'njuret[: evacuated, but later died ofz'njurz'e.s. —m

- mm,cl;lnuary 14, 2010
+ Mission volunteers missing, injured in Haiti
mmnn,——%m[ers ofa :ﬁaffaes misston team worginj at an eye-care clinic were injurez[ in the cl;n. 12 #ﬂl’tl’
eart/fgua(e, and two %cﬁana churches are stilf waiting fbr news about their members. %jrouf of 12 mission volunteers
ﬁom %ﬁ/ffantf mzrf UUnited JZ:t/;otfz'Jt Church in Dallas was work‘inj in the village of Petit Goave when the clinic building
collapsed. PVoolunteers had to dig out people buried in the rubble, the church said. ﬁf.ﬁ'on workers Juﬁ}erezf injuries
z'ncfuz[z'nj broken ribs, a bhroken hand and serious internal injuries. FElsewhere, church members at 5(22&01 (j;::[) United
az:thdozﬁ'wt Ghurchk and "3t fu;@'.s ﬂjﬁtefmzztﬁoﬂJt Ghurck in fﬁuﬁanajgo[zﬁs were concerned t/zder}/ fkad not /;'eart[ﬁom mission

teams in ?ft;iti. - "Zﬂm Ztmuary 14, 2010

+ Dallas volunteer dies from injuries in Haiti quake
W?Em.— HAmember ofa Dallas mission team providing eye care to %az’tz'an& died of injuries Juﬁérezf in the
<’Zz'm. 12 eart/fyuafe. :j;an Frnwine passed away overnzjhdt in Z_Zuaz[bfou]oe. ﬁoctor& there tried to revive ker, but were
unJucceJquf, " ?fljﬁﬁfantf g)’arf United mzt/;oﬁst Ghurch announced cl;m, 15. Hnother team member, g‘ar'}/ Fisk, was with
%nwine and Work‘z'nj with the TS, fmiaem:}/ in guazfefoufe to [n’nj her home. %jrouf of 12 mission workers ﬁom
%j/ffanf gjarf mzctwa& work‘z’nj in the village of Petit Goave when the clinic building collapsed. The other 10 mission
workers Janded in ﬁa/fa& ear[}/QZt‘In. 15. :‘Tu/o members were treated and re/eaefezfﬁom :ﬁaffaes Fosz'tafJ.

- mm,{zgmuary 15, 2010
+ United Methodist woman saves colleagues in Haiti
%W@gg,— The ?f;tef x?‘z:ntana in gfort—au-%nce was co/faf&z’nj around darfa Ghand moments qﬁter a massive
eart/fgua(e struck the ?ﬁn’ﬁan cafz'ta[ z';z;az'ece of debris kit Ghand on the kead, and aff the ﬁrmer Jtl{ﬁ‘ member of the
ﬂm’te[;ﬂzzthdoﬁat Doard of Global %i&tﬁe& said ske could think of was not to give up. lyj[‘fﬁfn't fee]o moving, Jthink J&
be dead," Ghand Jaz't[(lz'm. 145 in an interview on '%t%w.r. " Ghand was able to move tFroqu the debris to escape the
fotel, and Fker 7uz'c£ action in [rinjz'nj back /;e(fp is credited with Javinj the fives of several coffeajueer, z'ncfu([z'nj three
um'tezfazzthdozﬁ'wt mission Jeaders. - mmlénuary 15,

2010
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+ United Methodists rescued in Haiti
%Wg@gg,— Fteam cf T‘renc/fﬁre"ﬁj/fters were carefuf/:}/ Jaick‘inj tﬁroujﬁ the rubble of the JZ:’mtana ?l/:rte/ in gsort—au—
gfrz'nce to extricate a Ulnited ﬂtlfmfi&t mission Jeader trapped since the <sz 12 eart/fquak‘e. The Times (?fzont[on said
rescuers were using metal cutters to clear the way to the &v. Ghinton &55, fead of sz'on Poolunteers ﬁr the Uhnited
\?Zt/fm[ist Doard of Globaf mz;istries, who was trapped under a Jarge concrete slab. Twe other church officials trapped at
the hotef were rescued earfier. Jke cggv. Sam «ﬁix(m, top executive of the United j‘ZZt/for[th Gommittee on &/ief: was taken
out of the debris ?ricfa] morning, hkours after the &v. szes guffey, an ngcrl&onauftunt, was freed.

- UMAS, anvar 15, 2010

4
+ Haiti quake survivor Chand recalls hotel rescue
%Wg@)@g;— Sarla Ghand spent Kours in the dark, trying to poke ker way out of the /05/7:}/ of the Fhotel Montana in Port-
au—gjn'nce, ?:Ezitz', to ﬁnc[ /fe[]a ﬁr Fer&e/f' and cof/eujue&, aff trapped when the Fotel coffaJaJez[ during the Jtm 12 eart/tvquak‘e.
Ghand, 65, a Um’tez[ﬁt/ﬂu[i&t who works for ﬂmrﬁ[ %a/t/f, made it safely kome to Jeaneck, W‘, [ But as ske reflects
S

on ker dramatic rescue, there also is a sense of distress - Ifot/fﬁr the Jaeof/e (?f ?ﬁn’tz’ ancfﬁ»r two of the ﬁve ccffeajueJ
trapped with ker who cﬁ'ez[ﬁom their injuries. - mmimuary 19, 2010

+ '"We were spared to help,' Indiana volunteers believe
mm@m—— They arrived in ?fm’ti the day before the massive earthquake that rocked the nation Yan. 11, and onlfe
Sy 44 7 J
got back Fkome to g:;cli'anafo/is STX Jay& Jater. Dut {ﬂ'}l and’ Zi‘ar}/ Walla, mission volunteers from t. Luke's United
\?Zt/fm[ist Ghurch, are ready to go back to ?ﬁn’ti when the rebuilding starts. "We are raising funds for immediate medicine
g teJg tg ‘g
and food needs, and gathering building supplies for a future tri ,”76}1 Walla said. "The ?I[:az'tiams are a kKardy people. The
J 7 g supp p 54 Yy reey Y
can sleep on the ground, but without food and medicine, they're going to die." - mm anvuary 19, 2010
2P J Yy re gorng 17
+ + + + +
Growth Patterns: Some churches buck denomination’s overall trend of membership decline
Tke informal, welcomin atmosphere helps draw members to fast-growin ?Tfarve&t Ghurch, a Tnited mz;t/fmﬁat
‘J 7 J ‘7
congregation in South Z%eorjz'a. F's a z'sum[a] morning at FHarvest Ghurck, a United ﬂz:tﬁoﬁst congregation in Warner
chins, a. % roup of teens with multiple piercings FKas just arrived for worship. One is wearing a J-skirt sporting the
Jreup Lpre p J J Ly ‘J 7 7
word “JacKass, " the title cf aJmJaufar x?‘TWJFOW. ‘Tkis is the true test, tﬁoujﬁt fea[fastor the & . Gﬁm Gowart,
wondering how the elderly woman greeting that morning miqht react to the 43 apparel. %Fat[ nothing to worry about.
‘7 y J 7 g mig 3 app J ;4
“We're so glad you re kere!” the Jady told the teens.
glee y 5
“Oke never said a word about aff those piercings, JZ: Gowart said. ke didn't even 5fink at the T-skirt.” Jt's that Kind
S 7
of welcome and acceptance, ke believes, tFatJautJ ?fz;west Churchk on @utreuc/f maju,zz'ne ‘s fist of 2‘73379 100 ?aate&t— growinj
Churches in Hmerica. The United ﬂz;tﬁoﬂwt congregation ranked No. 8 in percentage growth (50 ercent from 2007 to
jreg S ge J S
1008) and W;. 28 ﬁr z'terowt/f in numbers. (Gurrent{}/, %arve&t averages 2,100 in w‘or&/ﬁ(’]y eack week.

?fc;west was the cn{}/ United mz:tlfmﬁst churchk that made the fist, whick is dominated [}/ non-denominational churckes.
While there are other WZFurcFeJ growing as 7uic£{y~©utreacﬁ’a taf{}/ is based on Je/frg]oortet[ z[ata—‘%ﬁzrvest is cfear{}/
Fucfinj the denomination's overall trend of declines in attendance and mem[er&/ﬁ(']m

Do what makes %z‘zrve&t Churchk jrow? “We Just Jove everyb?n[(y as tﬁe] are, " said JZ; Gowart. ‘Tnd we re very
intentional about reac/fz'nj new feoffe ﬁr Ghirist. ”

Interviews with several growing Lnited mZt/fmﬁ'Jt churckes revealed aﬁw common denominaters: a culture of
FoJ(]aita/ilZ}/, a nimble organization, an([(]afenty of dedicated members with what JZ: Cowart calls a “Fo{y desperation [
feart ﬁr z'nvz'tz'nj others to church.

cﬂgﬂcd/ Fospitality
Car/ g):l/mer, pastor of ffm ﬁfrz'njo" ng(;z'n rgJorz'njt[a/e, %}Q, remembers an experience at the ﬁro‘t church he served as
pastor, a tz'ny rural church in Okto. When some newcomers turned up one zsunt[a] morning, one member stood up and said,

“We re so j/a([ we ve got some outsiders with us this morning. ”

From that mortz_f}/inj experience, :7(2: ﬂiafmer took away a Jesson: Greate a culture where visitors are never seen as
‘outsiders. Do it was no accident that an “oJaen anc[ﬁient[{}/ environment greeted jZZjFan %&tl’nj:" and Fer famz’{}/ when
tﬁe] visited Fifm 3frz'njs three years ago. :T‘Fe] decided to join and are now active members. vaer]t/fz’ny we do is geared
toward the newcomer, .ﬂsafmer said. “What is evanje/z'sm except Fecominj a very inviting conjrejation?” %em[ance
at Fhn “ZYfﬁnjsjrew Jrom 147 to 200 hbetween 2007 and 2008.

’

“‘Creatz'nj Jo/aces where JaecJa/e are Joved and appreciated is enormou&{}/ important, ” accorcfinj to the &V. «Z‘;Fn JZ:/&S,
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pastor of First wzo((;nsz“mealforo, Sk, whick welcomed 129 new members in 2008, man of them é:}/ Jarofés&ion offaz't/f.

endance now averages more than 900 on ?&mnfay mornings. The church kas a "fZIrk‘inj uls” minthr'}/, in whick
members and gquests are greeted Eef‘ore tﬁey enter the 5uz'f£[inj on 3uncfay mornings. Several recovery ministries welcome
people facinj divorce or Jtrujjfinj with alcokofism or drug addiction. “We 're sericus about Ghrist, but we re not
J'ut{]menta/, " is kow JZ: JZ;/équtJ it.

jmfact Ghurck, a new ﬂ;dtez[ﬂt/foﬂst congregation in downtown HAtlanta, attracts worshippers 5] advertising worship
as ‘the best pregame show in HAdlanta.” On Jays when the oAtlanta Talcons Ja/a}/ at Kome, fé[k:s are invited to attend 10 a.m.
worship at j;ﬂfﬂct s temporary space, Jocated next to the Eeorjia Dome. “7/;9'}/ can Joark‘ at the dome for free and then go
next door to the game u]‘%erwarcl: " said the &V. Ot Lrown, g;nfact s pastor. The Jorecfominant/"}/ %ﬁican—%merican

conjrejation, now in its t/tvz'rz['}/ear, averages over oo in week‘{}/ attendance.

Simple, but not eas
7 Y

%'}/jrowinj ckurches say t;”e'}/ ‘ve grown 17:}/ doing more with Jess. “We don't kave a Jfot ofJarOjrumJ, " said the &v.
David Walters, pastor of Tke Vine, a ﬂm’tec[ﬂt/fmﬁ'&t churchk in Draselton, Ga Tnstead, we Jocus on three primary modes
Jor connecting with people: zgum[ay morning worship, small groups and compassionate outreach. " The Vine started in 2007
and now averages over 400 in week‘{}/ attendance. f/IZ: Walters describes the churck's outreack as ”orjanic " and
‘indigenous. In 2007, two churck members expressed a desire to help the komeless for Ghristmas. Ghurch members
brought 5oo coats and 300 Junck bags to a skefter on Ghristmas :ﬁa'}/. Jt's not important to make that an annual tradition,
according to f/IZ: Watters. “We didn't create a :projram, " ke said. Jt's a ministry Jed b:}/ people who are passionate and
who rallied support to accomplish that. ”

Other growing churches report a simifar nimbleness in zyajaroac/f. “We try to stay /z:y/;t on our féet, " said Fhn gfﬁnjw'
ﬂ. Pafmer. “We don't kave a Jot cf committees, and we try not to propagate tﬂan that are not W(vrk}'nj. ’

That's worked ﬁr %We&t Ghurck, too. “We try not te wear people out with meetings and committees, " said JZ:
Gowart. f:xfectations on church members are féw but not easy: Htend worship rejufar{}/, establisk a personal Kabit ofguiet
time, get into a small group and join a ministry team. ‘Traditional ckurckes Fave been so program- driven, " said 5_7%
Gowart. «ylfe‘}/ try to cram one more t/ﬁ'ny in. gieoffe are [us'}/ enouj/f. We tried to Jimf/ifj/ and’ stay f&quetf. ”

(Creatinj more with Jess Kas Worfer[ﬁr j;ﬂfﬂct Ghurck, too. The churck kas a w‘or&/fz(';a space but no fu[f—time facz’/z'lfy.
About 13 small groups meet throughout the area during the week at homes, fibraries and coffeehiouses. Orne meets in the
communz’t'}/ room ofa focafjrocer'}/ store. Qur motto is ‘ﬂoinj Ghurck eﬁiﬁ%rent{}/, " said QZ: jrcwn. “We Fo/n[fao‘t to the
principles oft/fe denomination, but we re meeting people of diverse Ii‘acfjrounzfs and needs where tfe'y are.”

TFocus is important, too. Fhon céSJon'an’ Jeaderskip Jetjoafs to grow 5}/ a iyoecz_'fic time —and met those Joa/J. The churchk
also prioritized its programming. %ﬁw years ago at Fhon C(an'njs, \?Z Pafmer said, kis church's vision team posed a
question to the congregation: “qu‘ we want to be Kknown fBr one t/;inj, what would that be?” JTke answer: an excellent
program ﬁr ckildren anc[}/out/f. The congregation turned that vision to a reafz'b}/; many of the new members are young
famifies who come ﬁr the children's programs.

‘?f;fy desperation
;%f/of‘ the growing churches interviewed offer at Jeast one contemporary service, and many pastors cited the addition of a

new contemporary w‘orJ/fzj service as an avenue ﬁr 5rinjinj in more attendees. Jme&ﬁoro s ‘Elovation” service, started in
ear[}/ 2008, attracts about 200 Joeoffe eack week, wmost cf them in their teens or ear/:}/ 20s. M?‘f:zvinj that option is
important, " said QZ: mz;/es. “Jt's not Joss serious and it's not ‘(C/rvristianilfy fite, " but it maKes worship a fittle more accessibfe
to many Joeoffe. ’

z;%[ove afl, Jeaders ofjrowinj ckurches say that reac/finj others has become a z[eﬂninj part of their ckurch's culture.
’Gurfrimury driver is to rea/{}/ reach those people who are not comnected to God or the chkurch,’ said ﬂ Walters of The
Vane. “We ﬁfter ever}/tlfinj we do tfroujﬁ that fens.” Mns/ﬁ;p Jeaders are carefuf to explain, or avoid, "c/furcﬁ}/ ’ /anjuaje
that mzjlft seem unfamifiar to newcomers.

{,}/fe Imith, pastor of Iz'fé cgfﬁnjw, a new and growing UUrited JZZtFoc[th congregation in Zebuton, Ga., says Fe can't
point to any Jaarticu/ar innovation to exf/az’n their jrowt/rv; it's more about basics. “We're J’u&t ﬁcu&inj on offérinj
Jomet/finj ﬁr chkildren anc[]out/: and refevant worship, " ke said. 2’7123/ sermon is geared to giving people at Jeast one tﬁ;'nj
t/;e'y can take and z{faf{}/ r[i'rect{}/ in their /z_'f;s' and be more fike szewua. ”

“We hkave a saying, fvanje/wm is just one heggar teffz'nj another beggar where fFe ﬁunJ some hread,  said f/IZ
(Gowart of %rve&t. gt:f become part of who we are.”
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- W%J;coﬁm Staff Writer; Hov &, 2009
Top 10 Fastest Growing UMCs — 2006-2007
j‘ijpC/furCﬁ@& aren t the on{}/ wmtﬁat are growing these Ja]J. z;%monj churches that added 100 or more in attendance
between 2006 and 2007, the ﬁ/fowinj UUS. churches skowed the ﬂj”est percentage gains:
1. Cgt. cﬁlu/:ﬁ‘ ngc'n %ﬁron, JZ?[~1,1,1 weef{}/ attendance, up 264 percent
2. Edisto Tork ngcn @ranjeJﬁurj, 3G —73¢ weef{y attendance, up 215 percent
z;zr/:w'//e ?'Jfaje (G/fz{]aef~1,}y weef{}/ attendance, up 168 percent
ﬁnﬁt ngccganta %na, (Ca/z' T 210 weekl/ attendance, up 156 ercent
J P »
Hillbiard Sciote &J& ngc,%f‘iffiard: Ohito—975 weef{}/ attendance, up 113 percent
Waianae mZ?G,Waianae, 7:5114/111'1'—‘110 weekly attendance, up 90 percent
J g e
Taith 3J9rinj ngcﬁfrz'nj, Texas—266 weef{}/ attendance, up 77 percent
%’jﬁ/an:[ ?f‘;fe m%‘jﬁfancﬁ g][~}21 weef{}/ attendance, up y2 percent
Z%arner Tirst ngggarner, W(C.~}86 weekly attendance, up 71 percent
4 w Iy
10. (Gommunz't] m;zg(;tz’rcfeviffe, @/ﬁ'o~}}o weef{}/ attendance, up é5 percent
- Jource: WE’enera/ Gouncif on Finance and Fdoministration @m

+ + + + +

v e N e AT W

+ Hudson plane crash survivor still 'braced for impact'
ﬁ%@@m W"((; — "Brace ﬁr imfavt” could Kave bLeen the Just words United j‘ztfocﬁst Dave Qanderson keard as
U9, %rways Tﬁyft 1549 descended toward the %cﬁmn &Ver on sz 15, 2009. x?‘;z:m] Hmericans know those three words
as (ngft. (G/ﬂasfey B. Hﬁuffk}/” 3uffenﬁerjer:¢ Jimf/e, b:}/- the-book instruction to calm /fz'JJouJJenjerJ moments ﬁefore
the 'mzzzracfe on the ?fr:ul:fon, " whken the veteran Jn’fot [rcuj/:t the jet down Jaﬁfj/, J/@mmz'nj it atop the icy Wgw %r( river.
Given a second ckance at fife, Sanderson kas vowed to make the most of it. That sentiment drives him to climb, sometimes
with tu[mz'ttec[féar, back onto f/aneJ reju/ar{}/ so ke can defiver motivational %eecﬁes about miracles.

- mmgtmuary 19, 2010
Homosexuality. United Methodists hold line on gay issues
Ten years ago, the Rev. Greg Dell was put on trial by The United Methodist Church for performing a same-sex union
ceremony. Since then, a few states have legalized gay marriage and some mainline Protestant denominations, including the
Episcopal Church and Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, now accept non-celibate gay and lesbian clergy. The
United Methodist Church, however, has remained firm in upholding its traditional stance that homosexual practice “is
incompatible with Christian teaching.” In a decision released this week, the Judicial Council, the church’s highest court,
struck down a resolution from the Baltimore-Washington Annual (regional) Conference that said the church is divided on
the issue. “The effect of the Baltimore-Washington resolution is to negate the church’s clearly stated position,” the council
wrote.
In looking to the future, the question is whether The United Methodist Church is separating itself from other, more liberal
Protestant churches on this issue, or whether the momentum toward gay rights will lead to an eventual shift in church
policy. Dell, for one, is not expecting a change any time soon. “If we’re not the last holdouts, we’re going to be very close to
that,” said Dell, who was convicted of the offense but returned to his position as pastor of Broadway United Methodist
Church in Chicago after a year’s suspension. He retired early two years ago because of Parkinson’s disease.

A policy since 1972

The denomination’s top legislative body, the General Conference, first took a stand on the incompatibility of Christianity
and homosexual practice in 1972. Since then, Dell said, “the General Conference has moved steadily to more and more
explicitly conservative positions.”

The voiding of the Baltimore-Washington sexuality statement is the latest example of how the denomination continues to
uphold its official position. Earlier in the year, the church’s top court overturned resolutions from two California
conferences supporting clergy who perform same-gender marriages.

Many rejoice that the church is not abandoning its stance. “I believe that the position of our church is faithful to
Christian teaching,” said the Rev. Eddie Fox, head of world evangelism for the World Methodist Council. “We are called to
faithfulness to the covenant which is expressed in the Discipline of the United Methodist Church."

Church leaders say it is important to keep the conversation going. Bishop Gregory Palmer, president of the United
Methodist Council of Bishops, said while the denomination upholds General Conference decisions, there are “tremendous
efforts” to engage in conversation on the issue of homosexuality in a way that allows people “to listen deeply to each other.”
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Is the church’s position on homosexuality a deal breaker? “I think most United Methodists would say no,” Palmer said. “I
think they would say it was a deal breaker if we couldn’t talk and learn from each other on the subject.”

Remaining Orthodox
A survey taken last year among senior clergy in seven mainline denominations showed United Methodists were among the

strongest advocates of traditional church policies on marriage and ordination, ranking below only their colleagues from
American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A. The 2008 Mainline Protestant Clergy Voices Survey, conducted by Washington-
based Public Religion Research, found that two-thirds of United Church of Christ clergy support same-sex marriage, but
only one in four United Methodist respondents favored the practice. Seventy-two percent of Episcopal clergy back the
ordination of gays and lesbians, compared to 32 percent of United Methodist pastors. Eighty percent of Evangelical
Lutheran clergy support gays and lesbians as lay leaders, compared to 51 percent of United Methodist leaders.

Robert P. Jones, president of Public Religion Research, did point out that attitudes are shifting among United Methodist
clergy. “Forty-one percent of United Methodist clergy report their views have become more liberal on lesbian and gay issues
over the last 10 years, versus only 15 percent who report their views have become more conservative,” he told United
Methodist News Service.

The Rev. Troy Plummer, executive director of the Reconciling Ministries Network, a movement supporting lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender United Methodists, believes church members are simply lagging a bit behind their Protestant
counterparts. “The United Methodist Church in the United States clearly follows the trajectory towards inclusiveness
mirrored by our North American sister denominations—the UCC, Episcopalian, Lutheran and Presbyterian churches,”
Plummer said. “Our timing may differ, but God’s dance with us will be the same.” The next generation is “already there,”
he added, pointing to the majority votes approving inclusive membership and gay and lesbian clergy by the United
Methodist Student Forum and Global Young People’s convocation in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Staying true
The Lutheran Church in Sweden is now allowing same-sex marriages in its churches, noted United Methodist Bishop

Christian Alsted, who represents the church’s Nordic and Baltic Area. Lutherans in Norway may do the same. But Alsted
believes United Methodists must stay true to themselves. “I don’t think we should try to define ourselves in terms of other
denominations,” he explained. “I think we should try to discern what we think is right for us as a church as we understand
the biblical message.” He would like to see less debate on homosexuality in the future. “It seems to me we are directing far
too much energy and resources into that question, and it is putting our focus in wrong place,” Alsted said. “We should focus
on what we need to be about as a church.”

Fox argues that The United Methodist Church, which represents about one-third of world Methodists, “is not out of step”
on the homosexuality issue. “You’ve got to look at the world church,” he said. “What we hold is very much in keeping with
the expression of Christian faith around the world.”

[Note: Dr. Eddie Fox has it right. Regardless of what theologically liberal denominations do in this area, we need to stay
grounded in our orthodox Christian faith and morality. Theological truths, just like truths of the physical universe, do not
change. The information cited above regarding positions on homosexuality of some liberal denominations ignored the record
of those evangelical and Pentecostal denominations to include the Southern Baptist Church who maintain traditional
positions on homosexuality; they are growing. — AOM]
- By Linda Bloom, TAES Nov. 4, 2009. Bloom is a United Methodist News Service news writer based in New York.
% % * * *

Sometimes the Lord calms the storm,; sometimes He lets the storm rage and calms His child.

Global Outlook

Some people spend an entire lifetime wondering if they made a difference in the world.
But, the Soldiers don't have that problem.
* * % % %
Islam. Muslims Disrupt Christian Prison Ministry...
This is what every re/z:jrz'on wiffface in the near future - zfnot a/read:}/.
This comes ﬁom an elder at green Lawn Churck of Ghirist in Lubbock, [3}3“.;]
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Tor the Jast 8 years cfafonj with &b‘/{}/ &onlé& and” Gharles j‘zzgowan Jrom the Green Lawn congregation kave traveled to
a prison every third ?Sunr[a}/ to conduct bible studies, worship, visits and encourage the inmates who kave hecome ﬁffowers
© ﬁﬁe&u& Ghrist. The numbers are growing and we have been very encouraged with the work. ?‘f;wever '}/esterJa'}/, we got a
taste cf what g‘[efz'eve is the future of tﬁri&tiuni@ in z;%merica .

sﬁ:&é‘t iefcre our aJJem[{}/ began about 15 inmates who hRave never hbeen to our mwem[{}/ skowed up and asked #‘tﬁe}/
could join us in our W(vr&/fz"]a. Our Ghristian brothers welcomed them. s one of our brothers (w/:o is an inmate) began the
aJJemlf/"}/ several in the group, (w/fo were %fim} began to ofen[}/ and ruz[e{}/ interrupt the aJJemﬁ{}/ /7:}/ zwfinfy questions
and’ c/faffenjinj the young Ghristian man whko was trying to start the u&&emﬁ[y 5] reading scripture. Jt became very
apparent that these visitors did not come to fisten but to interrupt and indoctrinate. 7”8}/ were starting to become [e//{yerent
ancfﬁnaf'f}/ Fstood up and told them that this was a Ghristian us&emﬁ[y ﬁr the purpose (?f‘WOrJ/fzjfinJ the Greator of the
Universe, and ?‘fz:& Son, and tha tt/fe'}/ were free to stay, Jearn and ohserve, but that it was neither the time nor place f;vr such
a public debate.

This seemed to calm them down on{}/ ﬁr the moment. Jke guard who was outside the rocm heard their J/:outinj,
stepped in and ordered the men to be quiet or Jeave. Later &5/{}/ &oz[e& fkad to again address the %fimas because of their
constant interruptions r{f‘t/;e aJJemE/}/. Later, when our brothers in Ghrist began passing the plates ﬁr the Lord s Ccsuffer,
the Jeader cf the racﬁ'cafjrouf grabbed a _plate ofﬁrezuf, dumped it in his Jap and told the whele aJJemb‘f"}/ to ‘FEat this.”

%t/fat(]wint some of the ﬂz:wﬁ'nw came over to me and the other elders and started cu//inj us Sdatan worshippers, white
pigs and evil. 7/;6'}/ vowed to stop our Jvreaclfinj and’ teac/finj oqumu&. g‘tﬁoujﬁt, 4%#’ blessed we were to be ver/z_af[}/
attacked because cft/fe Name o qfe&ua.

&mem[@r it was <th& who said, Dlessed are you when people in.fu/t;}/cu, persecute you ant[fa/Je{}/ say alf kinds of evi/
against you because of me. cﬁg]’oice and be jfucl: because great is your reward in FKeaven, ﬁr in the same way tﬁe}/
persecuted tﬁefrof”etef who were li_qf\ore you ’ m;tt/few 5:11, 11). Fbelieve that f_’fit were notﬁr t/fe]areesence cftﬁe guard
it would kave bhecome very violent, anc[fos&iﬁ{}/ dbaz[{}/. Je will not surprise me that our continued visits will eventua/{}/ Jead
to our being attacked and karmed.

@urjuarc[ was afemu/e about the age of 5o, and it is my ﬁrm 5efz'ef that ?ft/fo&e men had wanted to, t/fe}/ could kave
karmed or even kilfed uJ]e&terr[a] iefore she could have received the kelp needed to Jguefc/f the attacks. Jtis my conviction
that ye&tert[a}/ was aj/z'mjwe of the future ﬂr off Christians in Fmerica. Jalso believe that any faz’t/f that is not c[eef{}/
rected in _Jesus will not survive the future when the attacks come. JZ;'}/I:‘e this is God's way of getting our minds back on the
important t/:injs in the anfom of %:J Dear Son. Shave afso concluded that we must pray ﬁr those who kave bheen too
deceived /7_'}/ the teachings of a man named ﬂfammetﬁ g‘aJk‘fér prayers for me, not nece&Jari{}/ Jor my Jz{f‘et}/, but that God
will continue to give me the boldness, wisdom and courage to continue Jareaclfinj and’ teac/finj the joJJ:ef about <Z&m& Ghrist
and Him crucified and the ﬂanom of God. chkd

- &ceivezf 5}/ e-matl.
Ivory Coast. United Methodist leads Céte d’Ivoire’s election effort
Note: This is of interest because Ivory Coast is going to be a factor in the future of the United Methodist Church. ]
Robert Beugré Mambé is relying on prayer as he plans his country’s first presidential election since 2000. “I am only a
man,” says the chairman of the Independent Electoral Commission. He is a man with a task both delicate and monumental.
As his country makes it way into an uncertain future following a period of civil war, he must balance competing political
pressures and organize an election that must be seen as fair and democratic. God’s help is essential, he says.

A United Methodist, he believes spirituality is necessary for solving the country’s crisis. All the religious bodies —
Methodist, Catholic, Muslim, Orthodox — have a role to educate the people in order to have a balanced society, he says. The
West African country has struggled through violence and volatility for much of the new century. A rebellion by disgruntled
soldiers, heightened by the addition of other rebel groups, led to five years of fighting before agreements signed in 2007
brought a measure of peace. The country’s northern region remains in the hands of the Forces Nouvelles — the New Forces
rebels.

And to a significant degree, the country’s political future is in the hands of Mambé.

“God leads me to this place because I never expected to be where I am today,” says Mambé, flanked by staff in a stately
government meeting room in Abidjan, the commercial capital of Cote d’Ivoire. “And for me, it is like a ministry, a divine
ministry, where I have to work for the truth to prevail.”

A ‘very difficult’ task
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Planning an election in a country still recovering from war is complicated, in part because the people have had no
identification papers. Mambé and his staff have been developing an electoral list, working to identify people who can vote in
the next election, and getting voters registered. In recent months, the Ivoirian press has reported accusations of fraud in the
identification and registration process. Militants with the ruling Front Populaire Ivoirien — or Ivoirian Popular Front — have
reportedly attacked some registration sites, alleging that foreigners are passing themselves as Ivoirians.

The elections are expected to be held Nov. 29, but the date has shifted in the past year. In trying to reach that elusive
date, Mambé is navigating through a political landscape weakened by upheavals that predate the civil war. When longtime
president Félix Houphouét-Boigny died in 1993, a struggle ensued among top-ranking officials in the government. Henri
Konan Bédi¢ emerged as president, but he came under attack for alleged corruption, and he alienated some with his
“Ivoirité” principle, favoring people of pure Ivorian heritage for leadership of the country.

Bédi¢ was overthrown in a 1999 coup by dissident soldiers demanding back pay and better living conditions. His
successor, Gen. Robert Guei, held power for only 10 months before being driven from office by the public outcry over his
handling of the 2000 presidential election, which he was accused of rigging.

Laurent Gbagbo, who had won a larger percentage of the vote than Guei, became president, a post he holds today.
Today, Gbagbo and Bédié are among the contenders for the presidency. Former prime minister Alassane Ouattara is also a
major candidate who, like the other two men, bears the marks of high-level political battles. Ouattara was on the losing end
of a struggle with Bédié for power following Houphouét-Boigny’s death, and was barred from running in subsequent
presidential elections because he was not of pure Ivorian parentage — a requirement that was added to the electoral code in
the 1990s and viewed by some as a way of specifically preventing an Ouattara candidacy. However, in 2007, Gbagbo said
Ouattara could run for election.

Mambe is trying to organize the elections without favoring any side, “in order for the hand of God to complete its work,”
he says. He is a member of the Parti Démocratique de Céte d’Ivoire, or Democratic Party of Coéte d’Ivoire, an opposition
party.

Before taking on his current role in 2005, Mambé worked for more than 30 years in civil engineering. While he has had
public service roles in the past, none has been as prominent or consequential as the one he now fills.

His job, he says, is “very difficult,” but he takes comfort from Scripture. God never gives someone a task without
providing the necessary means, he says. He believes God is helping move the peace process forward. For him, prayer is a
must with every step, and he asks that all church members pray for peace.

Leadership values

Mambé draws strength from his spiritual background as well as his experience as a lay preacher at Jubilee United
Methodist Church in Abidjan. His church role required him to manage the personal, professional and spiritual sides of his
life, a skill that helps him today. One of his leadership principles: If you want to manage people, you have to give yourself
up, and you have to love.

He hails from the same region of the country as the Rev. Isaac Bodjé, secretary of The United Methodist Church’s Cote
d’Ivoire Conference, and the two are good friends. They became close when Bodjé was pastor of Jubilee from 1995 to
1999.

Bodjé¢ says that Mambgé, a lay preacher since 1974, has responded to the call to preach whenever asked, despite his other
duties. “He’s very good,” Bodjé says of the former engineer, adding: “He uses a lot of numbers.”

Asked what his future holds, Mambé says he wants the glory of God to prevail. “Where He will send me after the
election, I will go, always to His glory.”
— By Tim Tanton, UMNS, Nashville, Tenn., July 22, 2009. Tanton is director of the Media Group at United Methodist
Communications. http://www.umc.org/site/apps/ninet/content3.aspx?c=IwL4KnNI1LtH&b=1723955&ct=7227829

Uganda. Methodist agency urges Uganda not to adopt anti-gay law

%Wg@egg; Hnti-Fomosexual /ejz'&/ation pending in the Fast %ﬁicun country of g({yzmc[a is "draconian and skould net

be enacted, according to mZ;iJ/:(Z]a EZ‘;EI Woj‘z;rtine,z, kead of The United j‘ZZt/fotﬁ'Jt Board of Globaf %i&trie&. [W;te: It

should be observed that Téancfa is the on[y country in the world other than Guba, whick kas ﬁrci[fe quarantine of]aeof/e

with ;qusimifar to a /(yoer co/on], that has seen a c[ec/inz'nj percentage of gzgmcases. The Jareo‘itfent of Tému[a is a
ristian who is encouraqing sexual abstinence before marriage as the national standard. e wou o well to follow their

Gk h 1ging / ab. b g hi [ standard. We would do well How the

example in that regard. - m— mmﬁec. 18, 2009

* * * * *
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"Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am" — Isa. 58:9
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